ARE TOE ENGLISH DULL?

the inhabitants of a mild climate will read less
than people who are perforce kept in-doors many
weeks of the year by great heat or intense cold.
No country in the world has such a never-
ending round of sports in which so large a
proportion of the population take part as has
England - bicycling and motoring all the year
round; hunting from October to April; racing
of a kind nil the year round; golf, which has
developed from a game into a widely prevalent
disease, all the year round; cricket and tennis
from April till October; shooting from August
till January; foot-ball, played, alas, by profes-
sionals, but as many as two hundred thousand
people in attendance at one game, from Septem-
ber till May; and, besides these,coursing, fishing,
boating, and a long et c&tera of other pastimes.
Nor are these sports confined to the rich and
idle, or even to the well-to-do alone. Again I
repeat, England is the most democratic country
in the world, wfyere the rights of the individual
are more respected, where the individual has
more of personal freedom, and where the indi-
vidual istess trammelled by artificial barriers of
birth or class jealousy, in his efforts to rise, than
anywhere else in Christendom; for to miss this
characteristic is to lose the explanation of many
apparent anomalies. Aristocracy exists only